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Understanding Christian Belief in the Account 
of Noah and the Ark and FAQs

The story of Noah and the Great Flood

The story of Noah and the Great flood is found in the book of Genesis, the first book 
of the Bible. This story communicates important beliefs held by Christians. God is 
concerned for his creation and sees the corruption and violence (Genesis 6:11-12). In 
response, God brings judgement on all living things through a flood that destroys life 
(Genesis 6:13): importantly, the Bible views human wickedness as having an impact on 
all of creation. But God’s judgement in destroying life also involves giving life: Noah is 
declared as being right with God, and he and his whole family are saved by means of 
the Ark. Living creatures are also saved from the judgement by going into the Ark. God 
remembers Noah and the animals, causing the flood to recede. In language that reflects 
Genesis 1 (the Creation account), the world is recreated – with dry land appearing out of 
the flood waters, and vegetation returning. God’s blessing on humanity and all creation 
from Genesis 1 is repeated (Genesis 9:1). Moreover, God makes a covenant – a binding 
promise – to never again flood the earth, symbolized by a rainbow.

The Context of the story of Noah: The Ancient Near East

In Ancient Near Eastern religion, there are numerous stories about a great flood – 
suggesting each religion sought to understand a flood that impacted the region and 
used the story to make statements about their beliefs. There is clear evidence that the 
story of Noah is a retelling of two particular flood stories: these stories tell of the gods 
getting annoyed at humans because they are making too much noise, and therefore 
one god seeks to wipe them out with a great flood. However, another god advises a 
faithful follower to build a boat, preserving within it the ‘seeds of life’. As the flood 
recedes, the faithful follower sends out a dove, a swallow and a raven. On coming out 
of the ark, an offering is made, which pleases the gods. The faithful follower is made 
immortal.  

What is the Genesis account trying to say? The portrayal of God is very different: God 
sends the flood not because he is annoyed with humanity, but because he is concerned 
about the whole creation, and the need for justice. God seeks to bless life. Noah is not 
made immortal: all humanity is blessed by God.

All sorts of questions arise from the story of Noah: for example, where does all the 
water go? how are all the animals looked after? Moreover, the Biblical account itself 
mentions people groups who exist before and after the flood. Again, we discover that 
we need to be careful in how we read the story of Noah and the Great flood and other 
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stories in Genesis that deal with the beginning of the world: they are not seeking to 
answer scientific and historic questions, but instead are concerned with questions of 
religion. The primary questions in Genesis are: ‘who is God, and what is he like’, ‘what 
does it mean to be human’ and ‘why is the world like it is?’.

Christians have different views on the story of Noah and the Great Flood

As with the creation accounts, Christians take different views on the story of Noah. 
Some read the story literally, as recounting actual events and actual people. Others read 
the story more figuratively. In teaching these stories to children, it is very important to 
value all of their questions, while also helping them explore the big questions ‘what is 
this story telling us about who God is, who we are, and what the world is like?’

FAQs

Children ask big questions which we should celebrate! Asking questions is how we find 
out about ourselves, others and the world around us. Questions about God and the Bible 
may seem daunting or we may worry about giving the wrong answer, so we hope that 
some of these answers below will help you enjoy the question time with your students.

It is important to remember as you use these suggested answers that there is a big 
variety among Christians in their answers to these questions. Often, we may not find 
the “right” answer but as we chat about our answers together we can discover more 
about the Bible and what Christians believe about God.

Noah’s Ark ‘big’ questions

1. If God loves why did he kill everyone?

 The story of Noah reminds us very clearly that bad things happen in our world.  
 This story of a big flood is told by lots of different religions and they write   
 about it while trying to explain what was going on. It is a terrible story, not  
 a nice, cute feel good story. Lots of people die but the story also shows that  
 God didn’t abandon the world, he saved people and all of creation, he wanted  
 things to be better. The rest of the story of the Bible continues this big story,  
 where God keeps on giving people chances not a God who kills and destroys.
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2. Why did God kill them, why couldn’t he have punished them in a different  
 way?

 Christians understand this story in lots of different ways, but it is good to   
 remember that the story was written in a time and place where death was  
 happening all the time, their world was a dangerous place, here in Scotland  
 just now things are generally safe! The story of Noah wants to show that the  
 God of the Bible is one who does save people and gives a promise that things  
 is not the way things are going to be or the way God will act in the future.

3. Why didn’t God give them another chance?

 In many ways the story of Noah is a story of second chances, it is not a story  
 where the whole world is destroyed but one where there is a second chance to  
 start again and make things the way God wanted things to be.

4. Why did the animals not eat each other?

 This is a brilliant question and is the kind of detail that we would love to have  
 in the story if we had the chance to write it. The people who told this story  
 to each other (because most people didn’t write things down in those days)  
 must have thought that wasn’t important, because the point of the story was  
 to show what God was like and what he was doing. They probably also had a  
 very different attitude to animals, we want to look after them and take care of  
 them but that is not how ancient people would have thought about them.

5.  Why does God have the right to punish?

 This is another good question because it is really what the story of Noah is  
 trying to do – show us what God is like and what he does. As we read the story  
 we can see that God is punishing but for people who first told and heard this  
 story what might have struck them is that the God in this story is different  
 from the gods they had heard about in other stories. He is saving people and  
 the animals and giving promises to always look after them in the future. As we  
 wonder how God has the right to punish they may have been wondering why  
 is God being kind?
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