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An active retelling of the account of Noah and 
the Ark

This story is about a time when all the people were doing naughty things. Not just little 
naughty things. But really really horrible, bad and supernaughty things. Can you make 
a naughty face? 

Encourage all the children to make a ‘naughty face’

They were not doing what God told them to do. They were not obeying him. This made 
God sad. 

Encourage the children to make a sad face. 

God decided to punish the people. He was going to send a big flood to cover the whole 
world. Can anyone explain what a flood is?

Accept answers and ensure everyone understands what a flood is.

Then God looked around and saw Noah. Who can be Noah for us today?

Choose a volunteer to be Noah. Ask them to come and stand with you. 

Noah was different from everyone else. He did what God told him to. He obeyed God. 
God wanted to keep Noah safe, he didn’t want to punish him.

So God told Noah to build a boat. It was a bit strange because Noah didn’t live near the 
sea or even a river. He told Noah, ‘I’m going to flood the world but I want to keep you 
safe.’ Remember, Noah does what God tells him to. He obeys God. So Noah started to 
build the boat. 

Pretend to build the boat together. Mime sawing, carrying and hammering wood. 
Emphasise how big the boat was. 

Then God told Noah something really strange. He told him ‘go and get two of every 
animal and bring them into the boat. I’m going to flood the world and I want to keep 
you and these animals safe.’

So Noah got two of every animal. 

Have some toy animals and a toy ark in a story bag. Ask for volunteers to find two 
matching animals and put them into the ark. Pretend to be the animals.

Once the animals were in the boat God shut the door. 

Everyone clap. 
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Then it started raining, and raining and raining. 

Encourage the children to make rain noises and actions. They should start small and 
quiet and get louder and bigger. If you are outside in autumn it can be fun to make it 
rain with fallen leaves. 

 And little puddles became big puddles which became a big flood. But Noah and the 
animals were safe. Why were they safe in the boat? What do boats do in water?

Accept answers.

After 1 year the flood had gone. Noah and the animals came out. God had kept Noah 
safe. What do you think Noah said to God for keeping him safe? 

Encourage answers. Usually they guess fairly quickly. Noah said thank you to God. 

Yes, that’s right. Thank you! And God promised Noah he would never flood the whole 
world again. And he put a rainbow in the sky to show he was going to keep his promise. 
What colours are in the rainbow?

As the children suggest the colours in the rainbow ask them to look around the room, 
find something that colour and point to it. 

2

10 Must Know Bible Stories


