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Session 2 - Exploring Christian belief in the Story

Experiences and Outcomes Benchmarks

Through investigating and reflecting 
upon biblical and other Christian stories, 
I can show my understanding of these 
stories.
RME 2-01a

Through exploring the lives and teachings 
of Jesus and other figures in Christianity, I 
am increasing my knowledge and under-
standing of key Christian beliefs.
RME 2-01b

I can show understanding of Christian 
beliefs and explore the similarities and 
differences between these and my         
developing beliefs.
RME 2-01c

Through investigating and reflecting 
upon the lives of Jesus and key Christian 
figures, and drawing upon moral values as 
expressed in Christianity, I am beginning 
to understand how these have influenced 
Christian morality.
RME 2-02a

I can share my developing views about 
values such as fairness and equality and 
love, caring, sharing and human rights.
RME 2-02b

I am developing respect for others and 
my understanding of their beliefs and 
values. 
RME 2-07a

I can explain why different peple think 
that values such as honesty, respect and 
compassion are important, and I show 
respect for others.
RME 2-09c

Investigates, describes, explains and 
expresses an opinion with at least 
one reason on at least one belief from           
Christianity.

Discusses ways in which own beliefs can 
affect actions.

Investigates, describes, explains and      
expresses an opinion on at least one value 
from Christianity.

Discusses ways in which own values can 
affect actions.

Discusses and expresses views about the 
importance of values such as honesty, 
respect and compassion.
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Suggested Learning Intentions
•	 Children will be able to recall and retell the Biblical account of Noah and the Ark.  

•	 Children will increase their knowledge and understanding of key Christian 		
	 beliefs by exploring the character of God.

•	 Children will explore the expectations placed on the characters in the story 	
	 and the consequences of meeting/not meeting those expectations. 

•	 Children will discuss their own developing beliefs about God.

Suggested Success Criteria
•	 I can sequence pictures from the story and use them to retell it.

•	 I can identify where in the story expectations are met, where they are not met	
	 and tell you the consequences as a result of that. 

•	 I can show respect by listening carefully as Christian belief is explained.

•	 I can, with support use the explanation of Christian belief to attempt to 		
	 answer my questions about the story.

•	 I can, with support discuss my developing beliefs about God. 

Resources Required for this Session
	 Children’s Bible.

	 Questions from last week.

	 Pictures for sequencing the story. One set per group. (Use the images found in 	
	 the Powerpoint ‘Noah and the Ark’ - download from bibleworld.co.uk/resources
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Experiences and Outcomes Benchmarks

I am developing my understanding of 
how my own and other people’s beliefs 
and values affect their actions.
RME 2-09d

http://bibleworld.co.uk/resources


	 What is God like/what does he do/how does he feel discussion pointers. 		
	 (Available in additional resources)

	 Whiteboards and markers.

	 Post-its and pencils.

Notes
•	 Please remember that it is the intention that this learning is extended into 	
	 other curricular areas as described in the introductory document. 

•	 Suggested amounts of time per activity have been included. This is a guideline. 
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Activity
1.	 Remind the children what we’ve been learning about. Recap the information 	
	 in activity 1 in ‘Hear and explore the story’. Display the questions they put into 	
	 the 3rd category last session. Explain that we’re going to do our best to answer 	
	 them together today.  5 minutes

2.	 Sequence the story. Split the children into small groups and provide them with 	
	 pictures from the story. Ask them to put the pictures in the order they occur in 	
	 the story.  10 minutes

3.	 What is God like? What did God do? How did God feel? – Provide the 		
	 groups with post-it notes or pieces of paper and ask them write down their 	
	 descriptions of God and then add them to the sequence of pictures (at the 	
	 appropriate place). Come back together and discuss. There is a list of possible 	
	 answers in the additional resources which may help you in the discussion to 	
	 extend their thinking. Ask the children if they agree or disagree and where the 	
	 evidence for their answer is in the story.  10-15 minutes

4.	 Expectations and consequences. Either remain in small groups or split into 	
	 pairs. Provide each group with a whiteboard and marker. Ask them to discuss 	
	 and write down:

	 •	 What does your teacher expect from you in class? Can they say why? 	
		  Do they meet those expectations? Put a cross on their board for no and 	
		  a tick for yes. What is the consequence if you meet the expectations? 	
		  And if you don’t?

	 •	 Now think about the story? What did God expect from the people? 	
		  (obedience to him, living his way, looking after the world) Can they 		
		  say why? (created the world for them, knew obedience to him would 	
		  ensure 	they were living the life he planned for them, wanted to 		
		  keep them safe). Did the people meet those expectations? Tick or 		
		  cross. What was the consequence? 

	 •	 What did God expect from Noah? (exactly the same as the rest of the	
		  people). Did Noah meet those expectations? Tick or cross. (he wouldn’t 	
		  have met them perfectly but he was trying his best and trusting God to 	
		  help him). What was the consequence? 10-15 minutes

5.	 Use the notes to give some background to this account of Noah. Reflect back 	
	 on our questions from last session. Does anything we have discussed help us 	
	 answer them? Are we confident with the answers now? If not, who could we 	
	 ask to come and help us answer them.  10 minutes

6.	 What do they think? Give each child two post its. Ask them to use each one to 	
	 complete the following two sentences:
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	 •	 I think God is …. Because ……

	 •	 I think God isn’t …. Because ….

	 You can provide a list of characteristics from them to choose from if you 		
	 wish. For example: just, unjust, fair, unfair, right, wrong, mean, loving 		
	 10 minutes
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