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An active retelling of the Birth of Jesus
(The Christmas Story)

Telling the story in this way requires space for the group of children to move around. 
Outdoors is perfect.

Props needed:

•	 Simple costumes for the characters. You may be putting these on over outdoor 	
	 clothing. Simple headdresses or angel wings work well. 

•	 Toy sheep for the shepherds. 

•	 15-20 pictures of footprints. It’s worth laminating them if you’re going to use 	
	 them outside.

•	 15-20 pictures of stars. It’s worth laminating them if you’re going to use them 	
	 outside.

Before you start, choose two areas for the children to sit. They should be a little way apart. 
One will be Nazareth and one will be Bethlehem. If you’re outdoors place tarpaulins or 
seating in those areas. 

Use the footprints to create a trail connecting the two areas. This doesn’t have to be a 
straight line.

Use the stars to create a trail that starts in ‘Bethlehem’ and eventually brings the children 
back to that same place.

You may wish to include or not include the sections in green depending on your class, their 
age and abilities and their previous knowledge. 

The Script
Gather the children in ‘Nazareth’. Sit in a circle. 

Ask for volunteers to be Mary and the Angel. Give them simple costumes Encourage them 
(and all the children) act out the story as you tell it. (see bold parts)

Mary was a young girl. One day she was looking after her house, sweeping the floor and 
washing the dishes. Suddenly an angel appeared. Mary was frightened. 
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The angel said ‘Don’t be afraid. You’re going to have a baby. God will be his daddy. You 
must call him Jesus’.

Depending on your children you could ask the actors to repeat the dialogue after you. 

Mary was confused but the angel said ‘God can make anything happen’.

Mary was going to marry Joseph. 

Ask for a volunteer to be Joseph. Give him a simple costume and ask him to sit with Mary. 

Joseph was confused and upset. Mary was having a baby but he wasn’t the daddy. He 
thought about leaving Mary. But one night when he was sleeping he had a dream. In the 
dream an angel appeared.

Ask Joseph to pretend to sleep and ask the angel to come and stand near Joseph.

The angel said ‘Don’t worry Joseph, it’s God’s baby. Marry Mary and look after her and 
the baby. Call the baby Jesus.’

Joseph married Mary. 

The government wanted to know how many people there were in the country. They all 
had to go to special places to be counted. Mary and Joseph went to Bethlehem. We’re 
going to pretend travel to Bethlehem now. It was a long time ago – how do you think 
they travelled? 

Discuss different modes of transport together before emphasising that Mary and Joseph 
would have to walk. Explain to the children that you’re all going to travel to Bethlehem 
with Mary and Joseph. With Mary and Joseph leading they should all follow the footprints 
to ‘Bethlehem’. Settle the children into a circle again.
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Restart the story. Encouraging everyone to ‘knock’ and to shake their heads and say no at 
the appropriate times. 

In Bethlehem Mary and Joseph needed somewhere to stay. They knocked on a door, 
but the person said no. They knocked on another door, but the person said no. They 
knocked on another door, but the person said no. They knocked on one more door, this 
time the  person pointed and said ‘you can sleep in my stable with the animals’. 

And that’s where Mary had her baby (hand her a doll) in a stable with sheep and chickens 
and donkeys. Mary and Joseph called the baby Jesus. 

 You can all make the animal noises. 

Now ask for some volunteers to be shepherds and sheep. And more angels if you have lots 
of children. Dress them up with simple costumes/give them props.

Again children should be encouraged to act out/make facial expressions/make noises for 
the words in bold. 

In a field there were some shepherds and sheep. Suddenly the sky was very bright, they 
had to cover their eyes. The shepherds were frightened. 

When they looked they could see an angel. The angel said ‘a special baby has been born. 
He is a saviour. He’s going to save the world. Go and find him’. 

Then there were lots more angels. 

The angels could stand up and pretend to flap their wings. 

The Shepherds were amazed. They ran to find baby Jesus in the stable.

Ask for some volunteers to be the Wise Men. Dress them up with simple costumes. 		
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Ask them to help you pretend to spot a star in the sky. 

The Wise Men liked to look at the stars. One day they saw a new star. They knew it 
meant that a new king had been born. They followed the star to find baby Jesus. 

Encourage all the children, led by the wise men to follow the trail of stars round in a circle 
back to the ‘stable’. Settle the children back into a circle. 

First they went to Jerusalem and King Herod’s palace. 

Ask someone to be Herod and give him a crown. 

King Herod was a mean king. He didn’t know about a new king and he didn’t want there 
to be one.

Ask King Herod to look angry.

He told the wise men to find the new king and come back and tell him. He was going to 
try to get rid of the new king.

The Wise Men found Jesus and gave him special presents because they knew he was a 
King. 

Ask the Wise Men to pretend to give Jesus presents. 

They didn’t go back to tell King Herod where Jesus was.


